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CAPT. F. C. CHRISTMAS                 ‘BREWER’ 
 
Frederick Charles Christmas was born on 15th September, 1870, the youngest child of Josiah 
Christmas and his wife Mary Cary nee Lovell who lived in Norwood Surrey. He was baptised 
when he was almost five years old. 

 
 
His father Josiah was the son of a farmer and born in Gressenhall, Norfolk, in 1826. He was to 
become a founder of a leading provisions merchants business on Smithfield known as Lovell & 
Christmas. His partner in this business was William Lovell, his father-in-law.  
 
In 1851, aged 25 and a single man, Josiah was visiting his brother, Charles, in London. Charles 
was a cheese monger who employed 1 man and 2 lads.  
 
On 13 Nov 1855 Josiah married Mary Cary Lovell in St Sepulchre Holborn. At this time he too 
was a cheesemonger, possibly working with his brother. His wife, Mary, was born in Shepton 
Mallet on 24th November, 1827, the daughter of William Lovell and Jane nee Cary. The Lovell 
family had moved from the west country to London and made a home in Farringdon Road, 
Holborn. On the marriage certificate his father in law, William Lovell’s, occupation was 
recorded as a provisions agent although four years before the marriage, the 1851 census listed 
his occupation as being a tobacconist as well.  
 
In 1861 Josiah and Mary were living at 5 Snow Hill, Farringdon with three children, Jane, Josiah 
W and Lydia. Josiah was now a Provisions Merchant having founded the firm Lovell and 
Christmas with his father in law. Ten years later the family had moved to Overy Lodge, 
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Thurlow Place, Lambeth with five more children, Ann, Susanna, Mary, Alfred and Frederick 
completing the family. Josiah died in 1884 and by 1901 Mary had moved to a house called 
Gressenhall, still in Lambeth. Frederick now aged 20 was working as a brewer. 
 

 
 
On 14th February, 1892 Frederick married Annette Galway who had been born in Co Cork, 
Ireland. They were married by Banns at St Luke West Norwood.  
 

 
 
Two years later in 1894, Frederick acquired the Brewery and 
Public Houses from William Ward & Son in Haverhill. William 
Ward and his son had owned the Haverhill enterprise for 
around twenty years having purchased it from William 
Wakeling Boreham. On 23rd January, 1894, it was put up for 
auction at the Mason’s Hall, London. The description of the lot 
makes interesting reading, for it was described as:  
 
‘An old-established, tower-built brewery of 3 acres, plus 36 
freehold and copyhold fully-licensed houses, with other land 
and property giving a rental in excess of £1,000 per annum’.  
Such a sum would represent well over £1million by today’s 
standards. Besides the brewery, there were included in the 
lot, ‘two fifteen quarter malt houses, and two residences and 
grounds, namely ‘Dabel House’ and ‘The Limes’’. 
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The Wards must have been quite successful because their trade covered an area that included 
Castle Hedingham, Saffron Walden, Fulbourn and Swaffham Bulbeck. From the accounts for 
1890-1892, which were available at the auction, it was clear that, whilst beer sales were 
falling, the sales of wines, spirits, yeast and grain were on the increase. Spent grains were sold 
to local cattle farmers, and yeast was sold to local bakeries, and those of the landed gentry 
who still brewed their own beer.  

The public houses in Haverhill were: The Bell, Prince of 
Wales, The Swan, The Rose, Australian Arms, The 
Greyhound, The Star and the Three Goats.  
Some of the public houses in adjoining villages were: 
The Rising Sun at Little Wratting; The Red Lion, Sturmer; 
The Swan, Baythorne End; The Colne Valley Arms; The 
Duke, Withersfield; The White Horse, West Wickham; 
The George, The George and Dragon and The Poplars, 
Castle Camps; Ling’s Beer House, Shudy Camps; The 
Cock, Hundon; The George, Stoke by Clare; Ford’s Beer 
House, Ashen; Claydon’s Beer House, Steeple 
Bumpstead; The Bonnet, Ashdon; The King’s Head, 
Castle Hedingham; Axe and Compasses, Saffron Walden; 

White Hart, Fulbourn; The Three Tuns, Finchingfield; and the White Swan, Swaffham Bulbeck. 
The Maltings were across the Camps Road from the brewery, and are now the site of the 
Health Centre.  

At the auction, the lot was sold to Frederick Charles Christmas for £29,000, and so 
‘F.C.Christmas & Co.’ was born.  
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Frederick and his wife Annette had three sons and one daughter, Frederick Galway Christmas 

(1892 – 1938) who had been born before they moved to Haverhill, Charles Aubrey Christmas 

(1895 – 1943), Sheila Enid Christmas (1904 – 1979) and Neil Christmas (1908 – 1948).  

The family made Dabel House their family home renaming it Glenbrook after Annette’s home 

in Ireland. Their residence where they had lived in London was also named Glenbrook.   

Dabel House (front and rear pictured below) adjoined the 

brewery and in the large walled garden were lawns 

arranged for tennis, croquet and bowls. There was a 

vinery and peach house. 

 

Frederick had not been in Haverhill long before he got involved in local matters. He became 

the President of the Haverhill Gala, a position he held for many years and he also held a 

position with the Haverhill Rovers. He became a Justice of the Peace and he proved to be a 
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magistrate whose long experience allowed him to lean on the side of mercy wherever it was 

possible. The original Haverhill Golf Club owed its existence to Frederick. A keen golfer he first 

looked at Sturmer Hall as a possible site but was then instrumental in the course being 

developed at Pope Mill, which is more or less the same site as the current golf club. 

 Great as his interest in local affairs was, all had to take a back seat, relatively speaking, when 

on 24th April 1897, he joined the old Volunteer, later to become the Territorial Army. His 

promotion from 2nd Lieutenant to Captain was 

effected on 20th July 1898 and he retired on 5th 

June 1912 so he held the position for about 14 

years.  The announcement of his resignation appeared in the London Gazette as follows, ‘Capt. 

Frederick C Christmas resigns his commission and is granted permission to retain his rank and 

wear the prescribed uniform’. 

In his role with the Old Volunteer, Frederick was concerned about a lack of facilities for rifle 

shooting. The nearest range was in Sudbury so he set about finding a location for a local range. 

After trying to secure land in Sturmer without success he finally saw his plans come to fruition 

when a range was finally opened in October 1903 on Hale’s Farm. The local newspaper 

reported that at the official opening ‘Mrs Christmas was invited to fire the first shot at 200 

yards and much to the gratification of all concerned she was able to make a ‘bull’’. 

As a keen marksman himself, Frederick was associated with the Suffolk County Rifle 

Association and was in 1906 appointed Captain of the County Championship team which 

competed at Bisley. 

In politics Capt. Christmas was a staunch Conservative, occupying the position of President of 

the Haverhill Polling District Conservative and Unionist Association from the time of its 

formation until his death. He served as a representative of Haverhill on the West Suffolk 

County Council although he never aspired to being an Urban District Councillor. 

With the outbreak of war he ‘entered fully into the patriotic spirit, discarding politics and 

working hard with the Liberal Representative, Mr W C Scott, to recruit men for the Territorials. 

He addressed recruitment meeting in the surrounding villages and often transported gifts to 

the Territorials in Bury St Edmunds and Colchester. 

On 18th January 1915, Capt. Frederick Charles Christmas died at his home Glenbrook, aged just 

44 years of age. The local newspaper reported that ‘he had not been very well during the 

previous week but a fatal termination was not anticipated by his relatives or his many friends 
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and his death from heart failure came as a great shock to all’. He left a widow, three sons and 

one daughter. His eldest son, Lt Frederick Galway Christmas, was serving in the trenches with a 

Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment when his father died.  

After a service in the Parish Church, Capt. Christmas was taken by train to Liverpool Street to 

be interred in the cemetery at West Norwood, London, the place of his birth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frederick’s widow, Annette 

died three years later on 21st 

April 1918 aged 48 years. She 

was buried with her husband 

in Norwood Cemetery on 25th 

April 1918.   

 

After his wife, Annette Christmas, died the brewery and 49 public houses were sold to Greene 

King & Sons, Ltd. (as they were then called) for £55,000, a sum that was delivered in cash and 

War Bonds. Greene King continued to brew in Haverhill until the end of 1924 when the site 

became unviable. The recession after the war had resulted in falling sales and it became 

evident that Haverhill’s needs could be met with barrels delivered from Bury St Edmunds. 

 

 


